
 

 

North Central Waterwatch 
Frog Monitoring Program 
 

In light of the huge success Melbourne Water has had with its Frog 
Census program, which has generated invaluable frog distribution data 
and helped raise community awareness of frogs and their plight, North 
Central Waterwatch has developed its own regional Frog Identification 
and Monitoring Program. 

 
The major aims of this project are to raise people’s awareness frog 
species that live in the North Central region and to increase current 
understanding of their distributions.  By raising awareness of frog species, 
their life cycles, preferred habitats, breeding habits, feeding patterns and 
threats to their survival, North Central Waterwatch hopes to foster an 
interest in frog conservation among the community. 

 
The program focuses on developing frog identification and surveying 
techniques amoung participants, as well as alerting people to some of the 
issues affecting frogs in our region and beyond.  North Central 
Waterwatch will be offering information and training sessions, monitoring 
equipment and technical support through this program. 

 
Each species of frog has a characteristic “call” that can be used to identify 
them in most cases - sometimes the calls can be very similar between 
species and other means of identification must be used.  Survey participants 
will use digital voice recorders - provided by North Central Waterwatch - to 
record frog calls, note certain site characteristics and other information 
which is then returned to North Central Waterwatch for analysis.   All frog 
distribution data collected by North Central Waterwatch volunteers will be 
stored on a central database then forwarded to relevant management 
authorities, providing them with valuable frog distribution information. 
 
Participants can conduct surveys at any time – providing availability of 
equipment — with advice provided regarding the most appropriate times and 
places to survey.  We have also created a range of frog identification sheets 
to help participants get to know the species of frog they are most likely to 
find in the North Central region.  Please visit 
http://www.vic.waterwatch.org.au/inform.php?a=7&b=625&c=626 to 
view these resources.   
 
 

Please contact the North Central Waterwatch Regional Coordinator, Leigh Mitchell, on 5440 1829 if you are 
interested in participating in this new program or wish to find out more. 


