
North Central Waterwatch Water Rat and Platypus 
education and monitoring program  

Platypus and Water Rats are two of the more iconic native 
species that inhabit our waterways.  Both species occupy 
important roles in a range of aquatic ecosystems and are 
impacted upon by many river health and water quality   
issues affecting our region. 
 
It is important to keep track of the distribution of populations 
to ensure accurate evaluation of species status, be aware of 
any decline in populations, development of conservation 
strategies, and to ensure existing populations are not 
negatively impacted upon. It is believed that platypus 
populations are declining in certain waterways, this makes it 
extra important to keep an eye on this unique creature!  
 
The Australian Platypus Conservancy runs an Australia wide 
community based platypus and water rat monitoring program 
called Platypus Care.  However, the organisation has  limited 
resources, restricting the amount of community awareness 

raising and training 
opportunities they are 
able to provide.   
 
North Central Waterwatch has developed education materials and 
will deliver regional education and training opportunities to 
complement the work of Platypus Care.    
 
If you have sighted a platypus or water rat in a local waterway, or 
if you are interested in trying to find some, please read the 
instructions on the next page or contact your local Waterwatch 
Facilitator.  They can send you either a hard copy or electronic 
‘sighting record sheet’ to fill out and return to Platypus Care and 
North Central Waterwatch.   The forms are also available from the 
Waterwatch Victoria website.   
 
Teachers or community groups may request a Waterwatch 
Facilitator to run a platypus and water rat education session, 
which is normally delivered as part of a core Waterwatch 
education or training session.   



North Central Waterwatch Water Rat and Platypus Monitoring  
Instructions: 

• The best time to see platypus is the hour before dawn and the hour before sunset and sunset for 

the water rat; although both can sometimes be seen during the day. 

• Platypus - easiest to spot in still or slow flowing parts of the waterways,  where the ripples formed 

from the animal swimming and diving show up best. It won’t see you while it is diving, but you’ll 

have to remain still when it is at the surface.  

• Water rats - swim  through the water with only their head and nostrils above the water, leaving a 

wake behind them. They will occasionally dive with flick of the tail 

• To avoid confusion between the platypus and the water rat, be sure to look at the tail. Does it 

have a white tip? Is it flattened or narrow? Water rats are also much more likely to spend time 

outside of the water running along logs or sitting on a rock whereas platypus are rarely seen out 

of the water. 

• If it’s too dark to fill in the sheet at the site, be sure to note your location and don’t for  get to turn 

on your GPS and plot the point if you are using one. Thanks and good luck!  

Health and Safety Considerations 
 

• Make sure someone knows where you are. 

• Wear appropriate clothing and footwear for outdoor activities. 

• Always wear sun protection and sunscreen during daylight hours. 

• When working at after dark, carry a torch or other light.  

• Carry a first aid kit and a mobile phone in case of an incident. 

• Carry adequate drinking water. 

• Beware of sharp objects (eg. glass) that may be present in the area. 

• Be conscious of unstable or steep banks, holes in the ground and uneven and slippery surfaces. 

Use the safest path to the waterway. 

• Beware of animals and plants that may cause injury or harm eg. snakes and prickly vegetation. 
 


