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A message from the Regional 

Landcare Coordinator 

Hi everyone, 

Last month I enjoyed getting out and about at a grant 

writing workshop at Inglewood, rabbit management 

events at Daisy Hill and Lockwood, and the Nature 

Network’s Meet and Greet event at Bendigo. It was great 

to catch up with representatives from the Nature Network 

groups and to support this get together as the Network 

finds its feet and Jenny continues to connect with the 

member groups. 

There’s another couple of grant writing workshops 

coming up on Tuesday, 1 April at Castlemaine and 

Thursday, 3 April at Kyneton. If you would like to attend 

either of those, please let me know.  

Remember to get your Victorian Landcare Grant 

application in by 5pm Wednesday, 16 April. I strongly 

encourage all Landcare and environmental volunteering 

groups to at least apply for a $500 Support Grant this 

year, which can help cover the costs of insurance and 

incorporation. If you would like support in how to use 

Smartygrants or iMap, please reach out to me and we 

can find a time to chat. 

Finally, I was excited to be able to include an observation 

of some grey-headed flying foxes in DEECA’s flying fox 

map a few weeks ago. What started as about 30 flying 

foxes hanging out in a couple of trees in Phillips Gardens 

in Maryborough has now turned into more than 100. This 

is the first time in my memory flying foxes have camped 

out in Maryborough, so it’s pretty exciting. However, 

there are so many myths flying around about these 

incredible animals. I’m hoping we can start de-mystifying 

and debunking myths about these misunderstood 

mammals. If you want to know more about our incredible 

population of grey-headed flying foxes in Victoria, there’s 

plenty of resources. Have you seen a flying fox recently? 

Be sure to record your sighting on the map, and help 

spread the word about the importance of these flying 

friends. 

 

 

Happy reading,  

Belinda Pritchard 

Regional Landcare Coordinator 

North Central CMA 

Phone: 03 5448 7124 or 0408 342 593 

Email: Belinda.pritchard@nccma.vic.gov.au 

Subscribe to the North Central Chat using this link 

This newsletter is produced with funding support through 
the Victorian Government’s Victorian Landcare program 

 

 

 

 

https://mapshare.vic.gov.au/webmap/flyingfoxmap/
https://mapshare.vic.gov.au/webmap/flyingfoxmap/
https://www.wildlife.vic.gov.au/our-wildlife/flying-foxes
https://mapshare.vic.gov.au/webmap/flyingfoxmap/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=JbGc0ebM80C2cAFtA3mRe9nwBuJD4bpGu706iSO0jhdUNkc5MFY5REpUOVJYNUQ3Vzg2SFU0RFhNQi4u
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News 

2025 Victorian Landcare Grants open 

Applications are now open for the 2025 Victorian 

Landcare Grants. 

Through the 2025 Victorian Landcare Grants, $3.55 

million is available for Landcare and other environmental 

volunteer groups and networks that are working to 

protect and restore land and the environment.  

Up to $20,000 is available for project grants and up to 

$500 for support grants. 

The grants are open to environmental volunteer groups, 

including Landcare groups and networks, Friends 

groups, Conservation Management Networks, 

Committees of Management, Coastcare groups and First 

Nations groups to support their important work in helping 

protect the health of our land, waterways, and 

biodiversity. 

Applications close 5pm Wednesday, 16 April 2025. For 

more information go to 

https://www.nccma.vic.gov.au/get-involved/landcare/ 

 

 

New research demonstrates the 
importance of multiple interventions in 
restoring degraded floodplain wetlands 

Article from the Arthur Rylah Institute Aquatic 

Quarterly Update Summer 24-25 

Just one year after the Wetland Revival Trust (WRT) 

began restoring wetlands on farms along the lower 

Loddon River floodplain, the results have been 

incredible.  

The WRT aims to improve drought resilience and create 

drought refuges for threatened flora and fauna. By 

delivering water for the environment in combination with 

revegetation and livestock exclusion, the wetlands have 

been transformed. Previously in poor condition, the 

wetlands are now diverse in inundation-tolerant native 

vegetation including several endangered plant species 

listed under the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act (1988).  

Before restoration began, ARI surveyed four wetland 

sites in 2023 that were targeted for restoration along with 

matching control (unrestored) sites. This initial monitoring 

found the vegetation was degraded at all sites, with 

limited ground layer vegetation and a dominance of 

terrestrial plant species.  

Surveys repeated one year later found restoration 

actions were successful in achieving the following 

vegetation goals: 

1. An improvement in the abundance of native 

wetland plants 

2. An increase in native species diversity. 

In contrast, no improvement was found at control sites, 

despite natural flooding. Wetland restoration projects 

rarely evaluate ecological outcomes, with most reporting 

only on the delivery of on-ground management actions. 

This project applied a rigorous monitoring design to 

support adaptive management and learning and help 

build confidence in restoration programs.  

The project was a collaboration between the WRT, local 

farmers, local Traditional Owners, Deakin University, 

ARI, the Murray-Darling Wetland Working Group and the 

North Central Catchment Management Authority. The 

Australian Government’s Future Drought Fund provided 

funding.  

Read this article and more in the ARI’s Aquatic Quarterly 

Update. 

 

The Great Aussie Fungi Hunt 2025 

Fungimap 

The Great Aussie Fungi Hunt is kicking off in April. 

Citizen scientists are encouraged to use iNaturalist to 

record observations and upload photos of fungi. The 

observations can provide significant data for the Atlas of 

Living Australia that Fungimap hopes will be used for 

current and future research and conservation purposes. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nccma.vic.gov.au%2Fget-involved%2Flandcare%2F&data=05%7C02%7CBelinda.Pritchard%40nccma.vic.gov.au%7C86631b414e544593f7bf08dd56bd6468%7Cd19cb125cce640f3b670016d0379917b%7C1%7C0%7C638762093667437630%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Wa26%2B7G%2FZcIv%2BoKkuvcz%2B7sVqLcr95NB4mbttxHrErQ%3D&reserved=0
https://www.ari.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/740223/Aquatic-Quarterly-Update-Summer-2024-25.pdf#page=2
https://www.ari.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/740223/Aquatic-Quarterly-Update-Summer-2024-25.pdf#page=2
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There’s prizes for the rarest and most unusual species 

and the most research grade observations. Check out 

Fungimap’s socials and webpage to stay in the loop.  

There’s also a video from the fabulous team at Planet 

Fungi to give you all the guidance on how to spot those 

elusive fungi, see it here. 

 

 

 

Loddon Campaspe Drought Resilience 
Grant 

North Central CMA 

The Regional Drought Resilience Planning (RDRP) 

Program is supporting nine regions in Victoria to prepare 

place-based, community-led Regional Drought 

Resilience Plans (RDR Plans). These Plans inform future 

priorities and specific actions to support agricultural 

communities and industries to build greater resilience to 

drought. 

The RDR Plan for the North Central region can be found 

here:  Loddon Campaspe Drought Resilience Plan 

There are two-tiered grant options available for projects: 

up to $10,000 (GST exclusive) and up to $50,000 (GST 

exclusive) which support the delivery of selected actions 

from the Plan. 

Activities must be completed by 30 November 2025. 

Applications close 5pm AEST on 13 April 2025. 

Implementation Grants are provided through funding 

from the Commonwealth Government’s Future Drought 

Fund and the Victorian State Government. 

Please find the grant guidelines and application form 

here Dryland Agriculture | North Central Catchment 

Management Authority 

If you have any further questions or comments, please 

contact Jacqui Knee on 0400 054 690 or at 

LCDroughtResilience@nccma.vic.gov.au 

 

Latest Victorian Landcare and 
Catchment Management magazine now 
available 

The latest issue of the Victorian Landcare and 

Catchment Magazine has been published online. The 

latest edition showcases innovative farming projects 

focused on sustainability and resilience, covering topics 

such as whole-farm planning, salt-affected land 

restoration, and vineyard biodiversity. 

Read the stories in this issue from: 

• The Warrenbayne Boho Land Protection Group, 

revisiting whole-farm planning to help 

landholders plan for the future. 

• The Mallee Sustainable Farming Group, using 

interactive decision trees to reclaim salt-affected 

land. 

• The National EcoVineyards Program, 

supporting vineyard resilience with native 

ground covers. 

• The Victorian Equine Landcare Community of 

Practice, a new network helping horse owners 

improve land management. 

You can also access the current issue (no. 89) of the 

Landcare magazine in low-resolution PDF format. 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/fungimap/
https://fungimap.org.au/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffungimap.us9.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D5bd0c38ec42515a3c2e89e7bf%26id%3De832c17909%26e%3D52a63c7364&data=05%7C02%7Cbelinda.pritchard%40nccma.vic.gov.au%7Cc8ffdc0c539c434cd12508dd60f6738f%7Cd19cb125cce640f3b670016d0379917b%7C1%7C0%7C638773333817218681%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=f2vq8WfQdZI5rGTC%2BbPbfUEnIO%2FfxQ9pSfVZs90LYCE%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffungimap.us9.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D5bd0c38ec42515a3c2e89e7bf%26id%3De832c17909%26e%3D52a63c7364&data=05%7C02%7Cbelinda.pritchard%40nccma.vic.gov.au%7Cc8ffdc0c539c434cd12508dd60f6738f%7Cd19cb125cce640f3b670016d0379917b%7C1%7C0%7C638773333817218681%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=f2vq8WfQdZI5rGTC%2BbPbfUEnIO%2FfxQ9pSfVZs90LYCE%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffungimap.us9.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D5bd0c38ec42515a3c2e89e7bf%26id%3D124384d532%26e%3D52a63c7364&data=05%7C02%7Cbelinda.pritchard%40nccma.vic.gov.au%7Cc8ffdc0c539c434cd12508dd60f6738f%7Cd19cb125cce640f3b670016d0379917b%7C1%7C0%7C638773333817233629%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=x7ce9Dq7db43fiIailkQbsXJWYWb%2B6GwhEH3fA119uI%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.agriculture.gov.au%2Fagriculture-land%2Ffarm-food-drought%2Fdrought%2Ffuture-drought-fund%2Fregional-drought-resilience-planning&data=05%7C02%7CBelinda.Pritchard%40nccma.vic.gov.au%7Ccbccb4abfdf44220f81408dd64ee7754%7Cd19cb125cce640f3b670016d0379917b%7C1%7C0%7C638777697572818060%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bH0JAI0ZTvnJ3%2FTdzaWXWXsvfdNoqzrOqv4kvw0I%2B4o%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.agriculture.gov.au%2Fagriculture-land%2Ffarm-food-drought%2Fdrought%2Ffuture-drought-fund%2Fregional-drought-resilience-planning&data=05%7C02%7CBelinda.Pritchard%40nccma.vic.gov.au%7Ccbccb4abfdf44220f81408dd64ee7754%7Cd19cb125cce640f3b670016d0379917b%7C1%7C0%7C638777697572818060%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bH0JAI0ZTvnJ3%2FTdzaWXWXsvfdNoqzrOqv4kvw0I%2B4o%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nccma.vic.gov.au%2Fdocuments%2F1607%2Floddon-campaspe-rdr-plan.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CBelinda.Pritchard%40nccma.vic.gov.au%7Ccbccb4abfdf44220f81408dd64ee7754%7Cd19cb125cce640f3b670016d0379917b%7C1%7C0%7C638777697572838133%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TFcRG8VDA9vItnmE2FKR7RQvp6vTC1IQWhRoR40yU%2BI%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nccma.vic.gov.au%2Fprojects%2Fagriculture%2Fdryland-agriculture%2F%23loddon-campaspe-regional-drought-resilience-program&data=05%7C02%7CBelinda.Pritchard%40nccma.vic.gov.au%7Ccbccb4abfdf44220f81408dd64ee7754%7Cd19cb125cce640f3b670016d0379917b%7C1%7C0%7C638777697572852965%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1F8%2BueIsjTU2%2BWJkb23nGLY6o89Ylz%2FQpj5W3UOXDMc%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nccma.vic.gov.au%2Fprojects%2Fagriculture%2Fdryland-agriculture%2F%23loddon-campaspe-regional-drought-resilience-program&data=05%7C02%7CBelinda.Pritchard%40nccma.vic.gov.au%7Ccbccb4abfdf44220f81408dd64ee7754%7Cd19cb125cce640f3b670016d0379917b%7C1%7C0%7C638777697572852965%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1F8%2BueIsjTU2%2BWJkb23nGLY6o89Ylz%2FQpj5W3UOXDMc%3D&reserved=0
mailto:LCDroughtResilience@nccma.vic.gov.au
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Fwww.landcarevic.org.au%2Flandcare-magazine%2Flandcare-magazine-summer-2024-2025%2F__%3B!!C5rN6bSF!AAdoXv1TJSq_9J8iYyDihfiLtGtpmT_c_6ca7azegXQsUGYjamJNMUtJ2-wQ4VUnM1-HnvaBxhgod_j7_debFpO6KG7yZ4vZPI2p8dk%24&data=05%7C02%7Cbelinda.pritchard%40nccma.vic.gov.au%7C44b8812d86fa49310e7108dd673a8f06%7Cd19cb125cce640f3b670016d0379917b%7C1%7C0%7C638780223496914544%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cBXPjqi8MJIYNj7moieJQySJUJYlmjwjWZes8a5MbWw%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Fwww.landcarevic.org.au%2Fresources%2Fmagazine-library%2F__%3B!!C5rN6bSF!AAdoXv1TJSq_9J8iYyDihfiLtGtpmT_c_6ca7azegXQsUGYjamJNMUtJ2-wQ4VUnM1-HnvaBxhgod_j7_debFpO6KG7yZ4vZ-ex3k2I%24&data=05%7C02%7Cbelinda.pritchard%40nccma.vic.gov.au%7C44b8812d86fa49310e7108dd673a8f06%7Cd19cb125cce640f3b670016d0379917b%7C1%7C0%7C638780223496934874%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0E34xlOquC9uJ4Bn%2BWlqgmoFk%2FN3Z%2BTQ6HqeDwHQRNY%3D&reserved=0
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Irrigation drainage strategy release  

North Central CMA 

The Loddon-Murray Irrigation Region Irrigation Drainage 
Strategy is a plan to guide the effective management of 
irrigation drainage across the region.   

The strategy is crucial for safeguarding agricultural 
productivity, high-value industries, and public assets, 
while acknowledging evolving environmental priorities 
and First Nations aspirations.    

The plan addresses the risk of waterlogging, salinity, and 
decline in water quality caused by irrigation-induced 
rainfall runoff from irrigated land.  

North Central Catchment Management Authority (CMA) 
Irrigation Drainage project manager Jacqui Knee said 
after months of feedback, the strategy was complete. 

“This strategy has input from irrigation farmers and 
partners who have roles and responsibilities in ensuring 
the irrigation drainage system in the Loddon Valley and 
Torrumbarry Irrigation Areas operate effectively,” she 
said. 

“The plan is vital to address the changes in irrigation 
across the region, such as reduced volume of water 
delivered, on-farm efficiencies, and opportunistic 
irrigation.    

“The strategy has prioritised actions that will contribute to 
an effective drainage system, potentially reconnect water 
movement across the landscape and consider how this 
can improve cultural values.” 

The LMIRDS focuses on irrigation-induced rainfall runoff, 
not flood waters, and recognises the changing climate 
and irrigation trends over the past two decades.    

It covers the Loddon Valley Irrigation Area and the 
Torrumbarry Irrigation Area. 

“This plan informed our next irrigation drainage program,” 
Ms Knee said. 

“An irrigation drainage toolkit will be developed to assist 
farmers navigate management of drainage both on and 
off farm. 

“North Central CMA has led the development of the 
strategy with input from the irrigation community, local 
councils, Goulburn-Murray Water, First Nations groups 
and Department of Energy, Environment and Climate 
Action.   

“This support will be ongoing with the delivery of the next 
irrigation drainage program. 

More at nccma.vic.gov.au/projects/agriculture/lmir-
drainage-strategy   

 

Community circular economy guides 

Sustainability Victoria 

Community efforts to tackle climate change and create a 

sustainable future are on the rise, and if you are inspired 

to be part of this movement, these guides are for you. 

These guides provide practical information for groups 

and organisations who want to establish community-

based circular economy initiatives. 

In each guide, you will learn how to approach the critical 

planning, implementation and evaluation phases. 

There is no single solution to any challenge or 

opportunity. Your initiative should take into account your 

audiences and communities, sector, resources, capacity, 

and overarching goals. These guides provide lists of 

useful resources and networks to support your planning, 

knowledge building, and communications. 

The knowledge and inspiration for these guides came 

from local community groups, social enterprises and 

other not-for-profit businesses who were supported by 

Sustainability Victoria’s Circular Economy Communities 

Fund to explore creative solutions for waste 

management with activities that built local skills, 

encouraged social connections and create new business 

opportunities. 

View guides for community-based circular economy 

initiatives here. 

  

https://www.nccma.vic.gov.au/documents/1601/North_Central_CMA_Loddon-Murray_Irrigation_Region_Irrigation_Drainage_Strategy_Final.pdf
https://www.nccma.vic.gov.au/documents/1601/North_Central_CMA_Loddon-Murray_Irrigation_Region_Irrigation_Drainage_Strategy_Final.pdf
https://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/grants-funding-and-investment/funded-grants/circular-economy-communities-fund-grants-funded-projects
https://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/grants-funding-and-investment/funded-grants/circular-economy-communities-fund-grants-funded-projects
https://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/circular-economy-and-recycling/community-circular-economy-guides
https://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/circular-economy-and-recycling/community-circular-economy-guides


North Central Chat APRIL 2025 
  

  

5 
 

 
 

April is Frog Month 

Join the Victorian Frog Census  

Each April and October we celebrate Frog Month and 

call on the community to help record their local frog 

species. Download the Frog Census App and contribute 

to vital conservation research.  

 

The recordings will help protect local frog species 

including the threatened Bibron’s toadlet.  

This small cryptic species is listed as endangered in 

Victoria after having disappeared from much of its 

original range. Not actually a toad, the toadlet has been 

given this common name due to its superficial toad-like 

appearance and tendency to walk instead hop.  

Adults use a variety of habitats including dry forests, 

woodland, shrubland and grasslands, preferring areas 

that are prone to inundation after rain. They shelter in 

damp areas under leaf litter, logs, or other forms of cover 

Males call from within a nest or burrow. If you hear one, 

please don’t try to get too close!  

The female lays her eggs on the ground among moist 

leaf litter or under rocks and they are very susceptible to 

trampling. Best to listen for the male’s call and record it 

from a distance while staying on existing tracks where 

possible, to avoid damaging nests and habitat.  

Find out more about this unusual little species here.  

Their call can be heard and recordings made on the Frog 
Census App:  
 
Download the app for Android 
Download the app for iOS 
 

 
Photo: Jodi Rowley/Australian Museum 

 
The peak call period for the Bibron’s Toadlet is April and 
May, so get on board and hop to it! 
 

QAQC (Quality Assurance Quality 
Control) 

QAQC sessions - now with bonus threatened 

fish! 

During March and April, we have organised two QAQC 

(Quality Assurance Quality Control) sessions for North 

Central WaterWatch volunteers. QAQC helps to ensure 

WaterWatch methods are consistent and the equipment 

is functioning properly - it’s an important part of the 

program to ensure we are collecting high quality data.  

The sessions involve volunteers coming together to 

analyse mystery water samples and compare results.  

It’s a great opportunity to gather with other volunteers, 

and also a chance to get equipment replaced or fine-

tuned. 

The first QAQC in March was held at Riley Street 

Wetlands in Bendigo. To make this year’s QAQC 

sessions even more fun, North Central CMA’s native fish 

expert Dr Peter Rose is joining the sessions to talk about 

his work with threatened small-bodied native fish, 

including the chance to observe his live trapping and 

monitoring program in action.  

https://www.nccma.vic.gov.au/media/documents/bibrons_toadlet_0.pdf
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=au.com.melbournewater.frogcensus
https://apps.apple.com/au/app/frog-census/id1151307794
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Peter Rose presenting on small-bodied native fish to WaterWatch 
volunteers 

Olive perchet and southern purple-spotted gudgeon were 

the focus species at Riley Street. Both are threatened 

species which were captive-bred and released at the 

site. They must be happy there, because Pete’s trapping 

brought in a great abundance of both species. Pete 

counted and measured each fish on site and then 

translocated some of the gudgeon to another nearby 

wetland. 

 

Southern purple-spotted gudgeon at Riley Street Wetlands 

The allure of the fish brought in a good number of 

fourteen volunteers to this QAQC event. After the 

excitement of Pete’s fish presentation, the group sat 

down to diligently do their testing of mystery samples and 

update their kits. 

The next QAQC will be on 10 April in Chewton – if you 

would like to attend please email 

britt.gregory@nccma.vic.gov.au for details. 

 
Britt Gregory 

WaterWatch Project Officer  

North Central CMA 

Email: britt.gregory@nccma.vic.gov.au 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Water storages ppdate 

Region Water Storage 
% full 

 

% full 

same 

time last 

year 

 

Murray 

Storages 

Dartmouth Dam 82.80 95.19 

Hume Dam 26.76 0.00 

Reedy/Middle Lk 95.39 95.92 

Kangaroo Lake  96.14 97.11 

Kow Swamp 89.50 86.52 

Lake Boga 71.13 81.17 

Lake Charm 95.17 95.48 

Loddon 

Storages 

Cairn Curran Res 45.83 76.88 

Tullaroop Res 51.89 88.52 

Laanecoorie Res 38.00 34.85 

Bullarook 

Storages  

Newlyn Res 25.60 60.26 

Hepburns Lagoon 21.04 48.19 

Goulburn 

Storages 

Lake Eildon 66.89 93.56 

Waranga Basin 42.65 65.60 

Campaspe  Lake Eppalock 64.16 94.17 

Coliban 

Water 

Storages 

Upper Coliban 

Res 
57 88 

Lauriston Res 84 91 

Malmsbury Res 19 45 

 

Upcoming events and special days 

April 

World Earth Day 22 Apr 

May 

International Compost Awareness Week 4-10 May 

World Bee Day 20 May 

International Day for Biological Diversity 22 May 

mailto:britt.gregory@nccma.vic.gov.au
mailto:britt.gregory@nccma.vic.gov.au
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National Reconciliation Week 27 May-3 Jun 

June  

World Environment Day 5 Jun 

World Oceans Day 8 Jun 

 

Courses and resources 

 

AgVic Talk Season 9: Adapting to the 
seasons 

The latest AgVic Talk season: Adapting to the 

seasons explores the resources, practices and tools 

available to help improve your farm business, prepare for 

dry seasonal conditions and our changing climate. 

Farming is rewarding, but it can also be challenging, and 

no two stories or businesses are the same. We can all 

learn from each other and set a plan for success. 

To listen to all available episodes of Season 9 visit Ag 

Vic Talk 

 

 

BirdLife Australia launches Habitat 
Gardening online course 

From BirdLife Australia’s website 

Want to attract more native birds to your backyard, but 

don’t know where to start? BirdLife Australia’s brand-new 

Habitat Gardening for Birds online course has got you 

covered! 

Brought to you by the Birds in Backyards team, this free 

Habitat Gardening for Birds course provides practical, 

step-by-step guidance on designing, creating and 

maintaining habitat for your local native birds at home. 

Find out more here. 

 

 

 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fagriculturevictoria.cmail19.com%2Ft%2Fr-l-thtkiyjk-njudrktdkd-dj%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cbelinda.pritchard%40nccma.vic.gov.au%7Caa099a254cc843a3289a08dd6b4d5a41%7Cd19cb125cce640f3b670016d0379917b%7C1%7C0%7C638784702182641628%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2ODX%2B%2B3ciLrid0Y8plwfsaVDxTtU480n6OrdSHmK4Zw%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fagriculturevictoria.cmail19.com%2Ft%2Fr-l-thtkiyjk-njudrktdkd-dj%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cbelinda.pritchard%40nccma.vic.gov.au%7Caa099a254cc843a3289a08dd6b4d5a41%7Cd19cb125cce640f3b670016d0379917b%7C1%7C0%7C638784702182641628%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2ODX%2B%2B3ciLrid0Y8plwfsaVDxTtU480n6OrdSHmK4Zw%3D&reserved=0
https://birdlife.org.au/habitat-gardening-for-birds-online/
https://birdlife.org.au/habitat-gardening-for-birds-online/
https://birdlife.org.au/projects/birds-in-backyards/
https://birdlife.org.au/news/birdlife-australia-launches-free-habitat-gardening-online-course/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=pardot&utm_campaign=march_enews
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Events… 

 

Spudfest 2025 

The North Central CMA’s A Healthy Coliban Catchment 

and Tullaroop Tributaries project teams will be on site at 

the 2025 SpudFest event in Trentham. Come along and 

have a chat with the team about the waterway protection 

projects in the upper catchments.  

When: Saturday 3 and Sunday 4 May, 10am to 4pm  
Where: Trentham 
Cost: Free, but some special events require a paid ticket 
What to bring:  
RSVP and find more information here. 

 

 

Kerang carp catch 

The North Central CMA invites you to a family day of 

FREE activities.  

Register on the day, heaps of prizes available. Bait is 

supplied; bank fishing only permitted. 

Included on the day: 

✓ Welcome to Country 

✓  Turtles Australia and native fish displays 

✓ Free lunch 

✓ “Ask me about Waterbugs” with WaterWatch 

✓ Kids colouring tent 

✓ Hear about our Native Fish Recovery Project 

…and lots more! 

When: Sunday 13 April 10am to 1.30pm 
Where: Kerang Regional Park, Wyndham Street, Kerang 
Cost: FREE 
What to bring: Sun protection 
RSVP: Register on the day 
 

 

 

 

https://www.trenthamspudfest.org.au/event-details-registration/spudfest-2025
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School holiday biodiversity events in 
Bendigo 

City of Greater Bendigo are running a series of events 

during the school holidays for the community to learn 

about Bendigo’s wildlife. 

Frogs of Bendigo: Monday 7 April 10am to 12pm, Riley 

Street Nature Reserve 

Nature by night: Tuesday 8 April 6.30pm to 8.30pm, 

O’Keefe Rail Trail, Wilkie Road 

Nature in the Mall: Wednesday 9 April 11am to 2pm, 

Hargreaves Mall 

Birds of Bendigo: Monday 14 April 7.30am to 9.20am, 

Crusoe Reservoir 

Nature by night: Tuesday 15 April 6.30pm to 8.30pm, 

O’Keefe Rail Trail, Wilkie Road 

Bats of Bendigo: Thursday 17 April 10am to 12pm, 

Rosalind Park 

Scan the QR code for tickets 

and more information, or head 

to the website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Funding opportunities 

Get expert grant guidance – at no cost 

Confused about which grants to apply for? Expert 
assistance is available!   
 
The North Central CMA’s free public access grants portal 
offers more than a billion dollars in grants, suitable for 
various applicants including unincorporated groups, not-
for-profit, tax-deductible entities, schools and individuals,  
 
If you have any doubt, contact us for free support.  
 
To avoid conflict of interest, we cannot write the grant for 
you. Advice is provided only.  
 
For assistance, email bdp@nccma.vic.gov.au or call 03 
5440 1805.  
 
Access the grants portal here 
https://www.nccma.vic.gov.au/resources/grants-search/ 
 

 

https://www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/community-services/environment/biodiversity
mailto:bdp@nccma.vic.gov.au
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nccma.vic.gov.au%2Fresources%2Fgrants-search%2F&data=05%7C02%7CBelinda.Pritchard%40nccma.vic.gov.au%7C48ca10bb262e49dd46f308dd552573cb%7Cd19cb125cce640f3b670016d0379917b%7C1%7C0%7C638760341551049263%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BDFadxU00y4AAxbLaBAbOHrdDDKNapXUHc9fZ54okTY%3D&reserved=0

