






Water quality indicator levels
Water quality indicator levels for the Murray Plains Bioregions:

SEPP (WoV) 
segment

River health 
category

Reactive 
Phosphorus 
(mg/L)

pH 
(lower) 

pH 
(upper) 

Electrical 
conductivity  
(μS/cm)

Turbidity 
(NTU)

Murray Plains

Good ≤0.06 ≥6.3 ≤8.5 ≤2000 ≤40

Moderate >0.06 ≤0.1 <6.3 ≥5.5 >8.5≤9.0 >2000 ≤3000 >40 ≤50

Poor >0.1 <5 >9.0 >3000 >50

Waterbug 
Taxa 

Richness
ALT 
EPT

Signal 
Score

EC  
(Us/cm) pH

Turbity 
(NTU) Phos (Mg/L) 

16.5 5 3.8 247 8.2 43 0

Waterbug 
Taxa 

Richness
ALT 
EPT

Signal 
Score

10 1.5 3.2

Taxa Richness is the number of different types of macroinvertebrates at a site; sites with 
higher taxa richness are generally in better ecological condition.

PET Index is the number of different types of stoneflies, mayflies and caddisflies at a site; low 
diversity of these sensitive macroinvertebrates may indicate ecological disturbance at a site. 

ALT Signal Index indicates the pollution tolerance of the macroinvertebrate community 
at a site. Each type of macroinvertebrate is assigned a value between one (tolerant) and 10 
(sensitive) based on pollution tolerance or intolerance. The ALT Signal Index is the average of 
these values.

Waterbug 
Taxa 

Richness
ALT 
EPT

Signal 
Score

6 0.8 3.2

Waterbug 
Taxa 

Richness
ALT 
EPT

Signal 
Score

EC  
(Us/cm) pH

Turbity 
(NTU) Phos (Mg/L) 

14.8 2.8 3.4 0.03 7.8 310 91
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