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WHAT IS iMap 3?

Information Mapping Service version 3 (iMap 3) is North Central CMAs third version of an interactive mapping system, which displays key regional spatial information data which can be used for strategic Natural Resource Management planning at a property, community group and regional scale. The user is able to produce and download a map which contains the spatial data of interest, including the latest aerial imagery.
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THIS DOCUMENT

This document provides an overview of how to use iMap3 to help you familiarise yourself with the sorts of things iMap3 can do. Over time, an increasing number of data layers and functionality will be available including better integrated reporting and spatial data editing capabilities.
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iMap3 Layout
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2 Navigating Around the Map
To move around the map use the Navigation tools on the Basic tab, they are fairly self-explanatory – Zoom In, Zoom Out, Pan etc. You can use the middle scroll button on your mouse to zoom in and out, and simply click and drag your map to pan your display.
A short description of the navigation tools available in the Basic tool tab.
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3 Selecting a Base Map

The base map menu in the bottom left of the map view lists the available base maps. There are currently 3 base maps you can choose from:
1. Cartographical – resembles a traditional paper based map. It’s suitable down to 1:800 scale.

2. Hybrid Cartographical – similar to the Cartographical base map but it is best used in conjunction with the satellite to show roads and towns etc.

3. Satellite – satellite imagery ranging from 2009 to 2013. It’s suitable down to a scale of 1:2,500.
To use both the satellite imagery and the hybrid cartographical you need to tick them both on through the Layers list.
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4 Layer List Panel

The Layer List Panel shows a list of all the layers available for use through iMap 3. In here you can turn layers on and off as desired. To access the Layers List click the Layers button down next to the Home button on the side panel.
When you first open the Layer List you’ll be presented with top level folders.
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To expand the folder click on the + next to the folder name, and check the box to activate the layer you’d like to view. If the layer name is greyed out it means you haven’t zoomed down enough for that layer to become active.
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You can turn on as many layers as you like.
To view the metadata for a particular layers, click on the arrow to the right of the layer name and select the Metadata link. This will open a new browser with information on the layer you selected.
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5 Identifying
To find information about a feature in the map display, click the identify button in the Basic Tools tab and either click and drag over an area to identify multiple features or single click on the map.
The identify results will appear in the left panel, to reveal more details click on the identified object.
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6 Drawing
The Drawing Tools tab gives plenty of options for users to markup the maps. You can add text, point, line and polygon drawings.
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Some of the drawing tools allow the option to Enable Snapping.
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Snapping allows you to precisely select features on the map by snapping to the nearest point, vertex or edge.  When snapping you must ensure that you select the layer(s) that you wish to snap to by using the Select Snapping Layers button.

 [image: image7.png]%

Select Snapping
Layers




There are a number of style choices for each of the various drawing options. These can be selected either prior to commencing the drawing or after by selecting the graphic with the Edit tool.
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To select an appropriate style, click the Styles tool.
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The Export Drawings tool creates a shapefile in an Export.zip file containing all of the drawings. 
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The shapefile format is a vector data format for use in Esri GIS software. Shapefiles support point, line and polygon (area) features. 
If the Edit Drawing tool is enabled, the Export Drawings tool will be disabled. When the Export Drawings tool is selected, a confirmation dialog box will appear.


Once you confirm the Export.zip will be saved to your PC. Contained within the Export.zip might be multiple shapefiles, for example if your drawing contained some points and some polygons the Export.zip will contain 1 point shapefile and 1 polygon shapefile. Any text mark ups are not included in the Export Drawing function.
7 Querying & Filtering Data
Available in the Task tool tab the Query and Filter tools can be powerful and useful.


The Query tool enables you to construct queries that search for specific features in a layer. The results of a query list the features in the specified layer that match the query conditions. Each feature in the query results is marked on the map with a pushpin. The features do not have to be visible at the current scale for the pushpins to show.

Once you have selected the Query tool, you select the layer you wish to query against.

Select the fields you wish to query one (e.g. if you want to see addresses along Napier Street, Epsom you start to type it in and choose it from the list available)


You can refine your query further by adding another condition or run the query by clicking the Search button.

 

In this example, the query results returned 20 pages of addresses along Napier Street in Epsom.

You can view all the results in a tabular form by selecting the Switch to Table option in the Panel Actions Menu


A table will appear at the bottom of the screen. You can click on any address to show where it is on the map.
The Filter tool works similarly to the Query tool, however a filter limits the features that show on the map based on a set of criteria. Shown below the filter is only showing addresses on Napier Street in Epsom.

8 Upload Data

The Upload Data tool allows you to upload files containing spatial, coordinate or address data. The data is uploaded as a new feature layer, and can be interacted with as any other layer. This includes support to identify, query and filter.
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The uploaded data is only visible while the map is open, when the session ends the data is removed from the map.

Supported file types for upload include:

· .csv

· .xls

· .kml

· .gpx

· .zip containing shapefiles (ensure that all associated files are included .shp, .prj, .dbf, .shx)

Navigate to where the data is you’d like to upload by clicking the Choose Files button.
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Click upload and when prompted give the data a name and click proceed.

A symbology box will appear where you can set the colour, transparency and marker style for your uploaded data.

The map will automatically zoom to the data you have just added and your data will appear at the top of the Layers list.
9 Zoom to Coordinates

iMap 3 has a zoom to or plat coordinates function. It is available under the Drawing Tools tab.
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From the drop down list select the projection your coordinates are in, and type in the X and Y position.

Lake Weeroona in Bendigo for example is the following in Lat/Long and GDA94 MGA 55

Alternatively, you can click on the map to plot coordinates.
10 Printing Maps

In iMap 3 there is a print map function. You can get this via one of two ways.
1. Through the “I want to…” menu

2. Through the Basic Tools tab


Once you’ve clicked the Print button the left panel will change to the print map view and a red rectangle will appear in the center of the map viewer.


You can select between A4 or A3 landscape.
Select the output format PDF or PNG 
Select the extent at which your map will export as.

Type in who created the map, and some notes if you like. As well as a map title.

By un-checking the Lock print preview box you can move the map around to ensure what you want to export is visible within the red frame in the map viewer.

Once you’ve finalized all your details, hit the Print button. It may take a few seconds. Click the Open file button when it’s done.
iMap3 – ‘how to’
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